
 

Kentucky Equality Association 
PO Box 6028 

Florence, KY 41022-6028 
 

PH:  859.746.3543 
FX:  859.422.5011 

 
www.commonwealth-equality.org 

 

 
 

The Kentucky Equality Association is a non-government voluntary federation / organization of individuals united to advance the 
interests of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender population throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
April 16, 2006 
 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: 
Jordan Palmer, Association President 
(859) 746-3543 

 
Nancy Couch, Association Media Correspondent 

(859) 746-3543 
 
 
KENTUCKY EQUALITY ASSOCIATION CALLS ON GOVERNOR ERNIE FLETCHER TO VETO FUNDING 

FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF THE CUMBERLANDS 
 

 
Covington, KY (PRWEB) April 16, 2006 -- The Kentucky Equality Organization has joined the Kentucky 
Fairness Alliance in calling on Governor Ernie Fletcher to veto the $11 million dollars currently allocated to 
the University of the Cumberlands. The college recently expelled a student for revealing his sexual 
orientation on the social networking web site myspace.com.  
 
Twenty year old Jason Johnson, an openly gay student has been on the dean's list for two years, but 
because Johnson was asked to leave mid-semester, he will receive a failing grade. Johnson's partner, Zac 
Dreyer first reported the incident in a group forum of the Kentucky Equality Association on April 06, 2006. 
 
According to the Kentucky Constitution, sending funds to this school could be illegal. Section 189 of 
Kentucky's Constitution states: "No portion of any fund or tax now existing, or that may hereafter be raised 
or levied for educational purposes, shall be appropriated to, or used by, or in aid of, any church, sectarian 
or denominational school."  
 
The University of the Cumberlands is not a public college; it is a private college associated with the 
Southern Baptist Convention and is clearly not open to all citizens of the commonwealth.  
 
Association founder and President Jordan Palmer stated that he had been very supportive of the governor in 
the past, but failure to veto funding for the university might change that. "I don't see how the governor 
could possibly not veto the funding for the university in the budget, approving it would be unconstitutional," 
Palmer said.  
 
"I realize the governor is a priest, and I personally have no objection to funding schools that are "spiritual" 
as long as the school follows Biblical teachings, and those teachings tell us not to judge others, and to 
follow "The Greatest Commandment" as stated in Mark 12:28 - 12:34," stated Palmer. "The Greatest 
Commandment tells us to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. It also says to love your 
neighbor as yourself." 
 
Palmer, whose father is a minister, also attended a Methodist High School. He founded the Kentucky 
Equality Association in November 2005.  
 
NOTE TO EDITORS: 
The Kentucky Equality Association currently has more than 1,300 members and supporters throughout the 
commonwealth. 
 
For additional information on the Kentucky Equality Organization, visit their web site at  
www.commonwealth-equality.org.  
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