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KENTUCKY EQUALITY FEDERATION PLEDGES TO TRIPLE FINANCIAL AND MATERIALS SUPPORT 
TO KENTUCKY’S GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCES AND HAVE AN ACTIVE ONE IN EVERY HIGH SCHOOL, 

COLLEGE, AND UNIVERSITY IN KENTUCKY BY THE END OF 2008 
 
 
FLORENCE, KY (VIA PR WEB) February 01, 2007 -- Kentucky Equality Federation pledged yesterday to 
step-up its funding and support to Gay-Straight Alliances located in high schools, colleges, and universities 
throughout the commonwealth. 
 
"Education and exposure to diversity in non-threatening environments promotes tolerance; it is critical this 
occur during high-school and college when individual minds are significantly more open to social diversity," 
stated Jordan Palmer, Kentucky Equality Federation President. 
 
The decision was also based on a recent UCLA study. Researchers found that today's freshmen are more 
vocal about their political ideologies than in previous years, with 33.8% saying they've recently discussed 
politics, up from 25.5% in 2004, when the question was last asked. 
 
The percentage of students identifying themselves as "liberal," 28.4%, is at its highest level since 1975, and 
those identifying as "conservative," 23.9%, at its highest level in the survey's 40-year history. 
 
Based on a paper questionnaire given to 271,441 first-time, full-time college students at 393 schools 
nationwide in 2006, the annual survey was conducted as part of the Cooperative Institutional Research 
Program under UCLA's Higher Education Research Institute. The researchers statistically adjusted the data 
to reflect the demographics of the 1.3 million incoming freshmen entering four-year schools throughout the 
U.S. in 2006. 
 
Kentucky Equality Federation already provides materials, support, and financial contributions to some of 
Kentucky's largest Gay-Straight Alliances.  Federation management however has pledged to triple its 
financial and material support to the alliances it is already supporting, as well as the ones it is currently not. 
 
"These students represent Kentucky's future, and we intend to have a Gay-Straight Alliance in every high 
school, college, and university in Kentucky by the end of 2008," stated Palmer. "Gay-Straight Alliances 
provide a safe and supportive environment for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth and their 
straight allies, in addition to educating and exposing students, faculty, and staff to diversity in non-
threatening environments; often however these alliances are restrained by lack of funding, and we intend to 
change that." 
 
Kentucky Equality Federation was instrumental in getting the Boone County High School Gay-Straight 
Alliance approved in 2006 after threatening to sue the school.  Kentucky Equality Federation currently works 



closely with, and provides support to Eastern Kentucky University’s Pride Alliance and Northern Kentucky 
University’s Common Ground. 
 
 
##### 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS: 
The Kentucky Equality Federation currently has nearly 6,523 members throughout the commonwealth (as of 
December 31, 2006).  The Kentucky Equality Federation has three authorized chapters operating in the 
Bluegrass, Jackson Purchase, Northern, and Southeastern Regions of Kentucky. 
 
The Kentucky Equality Federation’s Advisory Council determines the Federation’s platform, candidate 
political ratings, and chapter management. 
 
The Kentucky Equality Federation is a member of the International Lesbian and Gay Association™, a 
monetary supporter of the Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund®, and advocate/supporter of the Military Equality 
Alliance. 
 
The International Lesbian and Gay Association is a world-wide network of national and local groups 
dedicated to achieving equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered (LGBT) people everywhere.  
Founded in 1978, it now has more than 400 member organizations. Every continent and around 
90 countries are represented. ILGA member groups range from small collectives to national 
groups and entire cities. 
 
ILGA is to this day the only international non-profit and non-governmental community-based 
federation focused on presenting discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation as a global 
issue. 
 
For additional information, visit our official website at www.commonwealth-equality.org, or 
www.theequalityparty.org.  
 
 
 


